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Mapping musical modernism
Due to the dependence of traditional music historiography on the aesthetics of autonomy,
musical modernism is typically viewed from a tacitly universalist perspective: in terms of its
immanent stylistic development, aesthetic principles and the like. Viewed through the lens of
cultural geography, however, a very different picture emerges, one of an unprecedented
expansion that has hardly ever been scrutinised. From its European and North-American
‘heartlands’, musical modernism has been embraced all over the world. Furthermore, while
the adoption of western music and notions of modernism in many countries and regions
around the world has been studied within the framework of national history, it is very rare to
find comparative perspectives. As I will demonstrate, however, although the circumstances
are different in each case, the diffusion of modernist music is a fairly unified global
phenomenon.
Inspired principally by Franco Moretti’s ideas of world literature and his preference for
’distant reading’; as well as the use of maps and graphs in communicating ideas, I will seek
to literally map the diffusion of ideas and institutions associated with musical modernity and
modernism respectively. In doing so, I will draw on a number of examples from across the
globe with particular emphasis on Argentina, Mexico, Japan, Brazil and Finland.
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